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shoaling, and derelict 
vessels. 
 

Once out of the River, 
the vessels proceeded 
north to the Pithlachas-
cotee River (commonly 
called the Cotee River) 
with the narrative pro-
vided by Flotilla 11-6, 
New Port Richey. 
Again, valuable infor-
mation was proved to 
the participants: mari-
nas, fuel docks, shoal-
ing, and restaurants. 
 

Quite a few of the fa-
cilities took the time to 
fuel up, use the facili-
ties and take advan-
tage of a chance to 
pick up snacks before 
they left the Cotee 

Under the tutelage of 
Greg Gamache, DCDR  
and Mel Manning 
DVCDR, Division 11 
conducted three out-
standing operational 
missions in the first 
quarter of 2009: an area 
familiarization patrol for 
the north area of the 
Divisionôs Area of Re-
sponsibility (AOR), a 
south run of the Divi-
sionôs AOR and a night 
training mission. 
 

Since Flotilla 73, Ma-
deira Beach, is sched-
uled to become part of 
Division 11 as a result 
of the District 7 Mod-
ernization Plan, their 
members and facilities 
were included. 

Northern Area Famili-
arization Mission 

 

The first AOR mission, 
to the north of the Divi-
sionôs AOR began at 
the Anclote River En-
trance Light. Nine fa-
cilities, with thirty-nine 
members and two new 
seamen from Station 
Sand Key proceeded 
up the Anclote River all 
the way to the Sponge 
Docks.  
 

Along the way the 
members from Flotilla 
11-9, Tarpon Springs, 
pointed out all the im-
portant areas on the 
River, including mari-
nas, restaurants, fuel 
docks, obstructions, 

Chip Log  
Chip Log : In the most ancient times, speed at sea was measured by dropping a piece of driftwood or a small log off of 

the stern of the moving ship. As the ship moved away from the wood, an approximate speed could be guessed. Of 

course, one could only do this so many times before exhausting the supply of wood aboard. This was remedied by at-

taching a length of light twine or line to the log; the same log could then be retrieved and used repeatedly. Marks were 

added to the line to allow for a more accurate speed reading. 
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River. 
 

The last stop on the 
northern run was Hudson 
Beach. With the tour con-
ducted by Flotilla 11-7, 
Hudson, all participants 
were safely escorted 
through the narrow twists 
of turns of Hudson Chan-
nel. Everyone learned 
about the rocks, shoaling 
and boat ramps as well 
as marinas in this area. 
 

By this time it was about 
1500 and all facilities re-
turned to their home 
ports, both wiser and 
more prepared to handle 
bringing a distressed 
vessel into these areas. 
 

A very successful day.  

Picture on Left ð Night 

Training Mission ð Raft-

Up 

Picture on Right  ð Area 

Familiarization fleet  
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Southern Area Familiarization Mission 
 
Then, on February 25th, eight facilities met back at the Anclote River in Tarpon Springs. This time the facili-
ties headed south. A member of 11-10, Dunedin, led the fleet and pointed out significant landmarks, marinas, 
fueling stations and boat ramps. Flotilla 11-1, Clearwater, took over then and highlighted the areas that a pa-
trol would encounter and where a facility could moor a disabled boat, fuel up and especially those areas to 
avoid hazards to navigation. 
 
After a brief stop at Coast Guard Station Sand Key, Flotilla 73, Madeira Beach, took up the lead and brought 
the Division 11 facilities into areas many of them had never ventured. They showed the major waterways, nu-
merous marinas, on-the-water restaurants, boat ramps, Johnôs Pass and shoaled areas. Once the ñsouthern 
runò was completed, all facilities returned to their home ports. 

Sea Bear in the Sunset 

Broad on the Bow 

Ed Kasper, Teresa Kasper and Jim Rudolph 

aboard Ghost 

Low, low, low tide on 

the trip home from 

Night Train 

The pictures that follow in this publication have been contributed by the following members: Heidi Warner, 

Flotilla 11-10, Jeff Lawlor, Flotilla 11-1, Heath Wilder, Flotilla 11-1, Teresa Kasper, Flotilla 11-1,  Bob 

Smallwood, 11-6, Ron Davis, Flotilla 11-6, Ron Foster, Flotilla 11-9 and Karen Miller, Flotilla 11-1 
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Steve Acuff getting ñMustang 

Sallyò ready for deployment in 

the Gulf of Mexico 

Ghost ready to take a boat in an alongside tow during 

practice tows 

Night Train Mission 
 

On March 14th, at 1800 10 Division 11 facilities with 55 members aboard met up at St Josephôs Sound 
Marker 35 for a raft up, pre-mission briefing and fellowship event. While this was happening, Auxiliary Facility 
Broad on the Bow was in the Gulf of Mexico ñhidingò various search objects. Greg Gamache, DCDR, planned 
out seven different search patterns with search objects ranging from rafts to simulated people in the water. 
Prior to March 14th  each coxswain and crew plotted out the Last Known Position (LKP), Commence Search 
Point (CSP) and the actual search pattern they were going to run. At 1900 Broad on the Bow was done 
ñseedingò the Gulf and joined the raft up.  
 

After watching a beautiful sunset the vessels got underway. First they practiced towing each other in the shel-
tered waters east of Three Rooker Bar. After that, and in moonless darkness, they made their way into the 
Gulf of Mexico via Anclote Anchorage South Channel to begin their searches. The first boat of a pair com-
menced their search. After they found their object, they left the area. The second boat then began the search 
and when they found the search object, they reported it and picked it up for return to Broad on the Bow. 
 

Once all eleven boats with their crews had completed the search and safely navigated back to Marker 35, 
they returned to their home ports. The last boat secured at 2330.  
 

Radio communications was handled by Tarpon Springs Radio, Dunedin Radio and Clearwater Radio for 
travel to and from Marker 35. Clearwater Radio maintained the radio watch for all boats from the raft up to 
completion of the searches. 
 

Virtually every participant commented on how great the mission was and what a priceless sense of camara-
derie it fostered.  

ñJug Headò being deployed in the 

Gulf of Mexico 


